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Michener, James The Bridges Toko-Ri 
Random House. July 1953. $2.50. 


The editors Life commissioned this novel for publica- 
tion, entire, the July issue that magazine, thus 
assuring author Michener “first printing” nearly 
five-million copies. That enough make this novel 
unique; but unique also that the first novel, 
date, center its action the navy jet-planes flying 
support the ground forces fighting Korea against 
the communist armies. More than being documentary 
its skillful presentation detail action aboard 
aircraft carrier which part Task Force 77, com- 
manded honest, hard-bitten and able Admiral Tar- 
rant, eloquent plea for understanding and sup- 
port the men who have been gallantly fighting for 
three years this desperate struggle, far away, little 
understood, and more than little resented large 
majority Americans whose understanding the is- 
sues involved has been time deliberately confused 
partisan propaganda. 


The Bridges Toko-Ri resoundingly good story, 
full colorful characterization and bang-up action 
aboard ship and the air. will certainly snatched 
made into wide-screen motion picture. 


Harry Brubaker was recalled the Navy for service 
jet-pilot the carrier Savo. resented bitterly 
having leave, twenty-nine years age and after 
service World War II, his young wife and two small 
daughters and newly established law practice 
Denver, Colorado. knew others Denver who 
hated their jobs hated their wives and might have 
welcomed such opportunity escape irking respon- 
sibilities; knew most his fellow-countrymen had 
little interest what had been contemptuously mis- 
“police action” peninsula far out- 
side the perimeter of. their thought. And was 
nagged the fear that would called upon even- 
tually make the bombing run the strategic four 
bridges Toko-Ri, located pass the haphazard 
Korean mountains which would permit only one ap- 
and exit and that one gap protected heavier 
concentration anti-aircraft firepower than any target 
World War II. His courage inspired the ex- 
amples other men the Task Force, notably the 


CAG, the squadron leader older than himself and, like 


himself, “retread”; the helicopter pilot, Mike Forney, 


who dared anything rescue ditched pilot and al- 


wore green silk high hat and green scarf 
let the commies know Mike Forney was “in there”; and 
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the outside Texan, affectionately known Beer Barrel, 
who unflinchingly flagged the jets back safety the 
pitching flightdeck the Savo; the unknown pilot the 
rickety SJN who nonchalantly spotted gun emplace- 
ments for them; and Admiral Tarrant himself, who 
knew that the wars the world have even been fought 
most effectively the “voluntary men” each nation 
and each age. 


The climactic bombing run the bridges Toko-Ri 
and its tragic ending are electrifying and testimony 
Mr. Michener’s skill storyteller. 


But the larger issues involved the war Korea are 
not, unfortunately, clarified this novel. The war 
Korea is, least technically, not the United States’ 
battle only; United Nations war. That the 
reason why the United States has not and cannot take 
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Michener Molloy Viertel 


the initiative the overall strategy. That this 
peculiarly anomalous situation, hampering and alto- 
gether frustrating, rises from the fantastic situation 
which the principal aid and abettor the enemy the 
United Nations Forces sits one the “big five” mem- 
bers the United Nations’ executive council. all- 
too-obvious fact which seems forgotten every- 
one who wonders why the United States has not car- 
ried the offensive beyond the Yalu even more than 
few miles beyond the illusory dividing line repre- 
sented the 38th parallel latitude north. Russia 
and communism are the enemies; yet 
wonderland sort self-delusion, the United States and 
other nations the United Nations ignore that fact 
and blandly not blindly pretend that Russia is, with 
its puppet satellites, fighting with the United Nations 
against itself and its own interests. Until that basic 
error international diplomacy corrected, there 
little else that can done Korea except what has 
been done and being done. Not until then can the 
free nations sincerely offer any guarantee support 
the smaller nations seeking for self-determination and 
promised precisely that the forgotten betrayed 
terms the North Atlantic Charter Freedom 
and acclaimed when was signed 


Unless the United States decides quit reform 
the United Nations, unless are prepared commit 
ourselves alone struggle against Communist China 
backed Russian communism, shall have 
have; but need give more our thought 
and our active support those men who represent 
the battleground Korea. The Bridges Toko-Ri 
should help stir your heart and your blood least 
that much effort and appreciation. 


Grady, S.J., 


University Scranton 
* 


Molloy, Robert Multitude Sins 
Doubleday. July 1953. 317p. $3.50. 


the age explosions, novel centered 
around the elderly ladies the Altar Society the 
Cathedral Church Charleston 1915 bravely 
original undertaking. But any really original 
work, the results are superb. quiet, unhurried, and 
unpretentious manner, Mr. Molloy has spun out tale 
that deeply understanding, carefully realistic, and 
dryly humorous. The ladies portrayed are the upper 
class the old South, mostly Irish French Cath- 
olic lineage. They are good people, staunch servants 
the Church according their lights, but suffer from 
the great weakness the self-righteous—pharisaism, 
plain words, small-minded, catty pride, stemming 
from race, family, and religion. 


Since these people are elderly, well established, and not 
too busy, there little physical action and their battles 
are fought out words, conversations, opinions, hints, 
and innuendoes. But talk can have tremendous conse- 
quences, which Mr. Molloy elucidates with patience, 
humor, and sardonic wit. The center point the 
storm scandal which ruffles this segment Charles- 
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ton society ailing, razor-tongued virago, Aurore 
Gerard McKelvie. Brought bed heart ailment, 
she danger dying after years away from the 
sacraments, and odds with all the respectable mem- 
bers her clan. these circumstances, Miss Julie 
Gerard, her cousin and pillar the Altar Society, 
undertakes visit her for the first time many years 
with the laudable intention bringing her back the 
Church. She soon joined her sister, Miss Josephine 
Chattanooga, and battle royal develops over who 
claim credit for the spiritual scalp. The real win- 
ner the battle Aurore, who never really becomes 
reconciled though the ladies are misled into thinking 
she is, and who stirs bubbling stew dissension 
playing variations the many stories and remarks 
her these two and host other similar 
callers. 


This the barest outline the addition 
there great richness minor characters and inci- 
dents, period setting, and quiet dry humor. The 
type the story character portrayal with heavy em- 
phasis the theme, charity covers multitude sins, 
Mr. Molloy proceeds uncover them, and times the 
reader feels almost too relentless exposing the 
follies the aged. This theme gives the story uni- 
versal validity, and can read with profit any part 
the country. sense another story the 
old South, for that merely provides backdrop for 
study that has plenty meaning this moment. is, 
furthermore, not exciting story and will have little 
interest for the obvious-minded, and may conceivably 
shock some the more self-assured members Church 
societies. But the shock would healthful one, and 
aged and beyond who are largeminded enough laugh 
clever and humorous exposé their darker side. 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Viertel, Peter White Hunter Black Heart 
Doubleday. July 1953. 344p. $3.95. 


stretch the imagination this book worth 
$3.95 nor worth four hours anyone’s time— 
even vacation time. White Hunter Black Heart the 
story John Wilson, movie director, who 
ing picture called The Trader. The script bad 
shape. Peter Verrill, would-be novelist and erstwhile 
screen writer, hired doctor the story. 


issued the Lib Universi 
Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 


Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1953, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Annapurna 
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Angel Unaware (Ila) 

The Legendary Mizners (Ila) 
The White Rabbit (Ila) 


Verrill flies London from Switzerland skiing 
trip take the job even though knows that Wilson 
spoiler and that things turns into ashes under his 
selfish, irrational, filthy hands. The picture 
filmed Africa although everyone agreed that most 


More than half the novel centered London. 
neurotic, amoral ratrace which the scene clut- 
tered with business men producers, promoters, 
women various types and titles. None are very 
clearly done and none are very important the story. 


Finally, preparations are completed. and Ver- 
rill leave for Africa select locations. Here the reader 
had better get out map and note book. Much 
the suspense based chess game the use 
planes and trucks get back and forth the several 
locations. Because was all very involved and rather 
obscure the reviewer never quite found the courage 
disentangle the mess. However, Wilson finally de- 
velops the fever hunt big game. The picture for- 
gotten; plans are changed; everything halted until 
finally kills elephant. achieving this his little 
native guide stamped death the herd. With 
his compulsion kill big game released, Wilson pre- 
sumably returns make the picture. 


light the plot sketched above. Most the develop- 
Ment comes terms conversation. The characters 
frequently break out into little spoken essays art, 
the theater, etc. The seriousness with which some 
the half-baked ideas are presented amusing. How- 
ever verbose and involved is, Wilson emerges thor- 
oughly disagreeable egomaniac. Verrill emerges weak 
sentimental foil his boss. The language the book 
bit rough. However, would not harm 

writing uneven and the plan the book 
chaotic. The tone rather amoral except when they 
all get very serious and agree that it’s sin kill 
elephant. this agreed upon, naturally one must 
kill that elephant. this time should evident 
that the reviewer found the book bore. 


James Redding, 
Boston, Massachusetts 


St. John Roberts 


St. John, Robert This Was World 
Doubleday. July 1953. 380p. $3.95. 


Robert St. John, are fortunate enough learn from 
the jacket the book, was correspondent and radio 
commentator during World War II. From his subse- 
quent observations the Balkan area has written 
two books about Yugoslavia. also the author 
two other works which resulted from his interest the 
Zionist Movement. However, learn nothing these 
experiences, nor anything about this period his 
life, from the author himself, since his present writing 
leaves somewhere mid-Atlantic board the 
S.S. Bremen August, 1939. Mr. St. John, seems, 
was hurry get Europe before September first 
that year. friend and fellow correspondent, Frank 
Gervasi, had told him some time previously that war 
would break out Europe that date. 


But these memoirs Robert St. John not favor 
with this part his world. Instead, back the 
old, frivolous twenties and the not-so-gay thirties re- 
live the author’s boyhood Chicago’s West Side, his 
years school, and his long association with various 
phases che newspaper business. This the heart 
his world. simple, unhurried, reportorial prose 
recalls his experiences reporter, rewrite man, editor, 
even publisher. the author, looks back over 
those days, the recollections might bring back fond 
memories. But others, unless they have specific 
interest the subject himself the formation 
newspaperman, might all appear quite dull, 
very repetitious. Prohibition and Chicago gangsterism 
with Capone, the Seabury investigation Jimmy 
Walker, and the early campaigns Franklin Roose- 
velt, even when related terms the author’s parti- 
cipation the events, merely produce shrug the 
shoulders. When comes names, there are literally 
hundreds them. But what does the mere mention 
celebrity’s name mean? some instances the 
index says almost much about them does the text. 
this reviewer far the liveliest portions the book 
are those which the author tells the trials and 
tribulations his days “retired” farmer New 
Hampshire. 


Fortunately, the writer does manage overcome some 
the tedium and monotony his material with 
occasional amusing story joke which injects glim- 
mer humor into the proceedings. Sometimes, how- 
ever, these border somewhat the “smart” “eye- 
brow-lifting” side, and might offend some readers, 
could several remarks which might considered derog- 
atory religious beliefs practices. They just seem 
out place. Candid and forthright This Was 
World might be, but can scarcely considered im- 


pressive. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


* * 


Roberts, Kenneth The Seventh Sense 
Doubleday. July 1953. 337p. $4.00. 


“The Seventh Sense,” Kenneth Roberts explains, “is 
the working dowsing rod, its equivalent, the 


Clark 


hands competent dowser, flowing underground 
water: not any underground water; not motion- 
less deposits, such are punctured so-called artesian 
wells; but water moving underground rivers, 
sheets, veins and domes.” sequel Henry Gross 
and His Dowsing Rod, this latest exploration the 
mysteries the divining rod chiefly the record 
Water Unlimited. This corporation was formed 
Roberts early 1951 protection Henry Gross 
against unfair exploitation, placing his work busi- 
ness-like basis that would both make his services avail- 
able and assure him livelihood. president, 
Roberts handles correspondence and contractual mat- 
ters; Gross does the dowsing; Mrs. Roberts has charge 
the money and tax 


its first year operation the venture broke even 
financially. Yet did prove itself organization 
and also earned the respect the public: conscien- 
tious adherence its commitments, avoiding ex- 
travagant claims, refusing work for mere publicity 
(even when invited the Navy), reclaim- 
ing bog land, and successfully locating water for 
various commercial, scholastic, military, and private 
enterprises. pleasant interlude also provided 
the partners’ skeptical acceptance Faye Emerson’s 
invitation interview, which resulted more 
admiration for their hostess’s charm 
ness than any service dowsing. 


The first account Henry Gross’s prowess makes much 
his long-distance dowsing three wells the 
Subsequently the wells 


thirsty island Bermuda. 
were drilled substantial flows fresh water, but 
public-health opposition prevented their full develop- 


ment. Several chapters the sequel justify the Ber- 
muda work somewhat repetitious relation the 
aftermath. drought 1952 forced official approval 
the water, and large purchases the Army 
base confirmed its safe potability. 


Roberts and Gross have obviously borne the slings and 
arrows water geologists and other scoffers inces- 
santly that they can forgiven somewhat embittered 
and argumentative tone their rare opportunities for 
public rejoinder. The new book more truculently 
defensive this respect than its predecessors, likening 
its cause that Wycliffe and Tyndale; also less 
coherently organized. But does sensibly maintain the 
same rational attitude toward dowsing and its practi- 
tioners. Roberts agrees with his detractors that “the 
Seventh Sense wholly fantastic and unexplainable”; 
yet insists that should fairly investigated and 
put use the extent that provably justifies itself. 


effort honest reporting, Roberts even includes 
statement complete failure encountered the 
island Eleuthera the Bahamas. Offsetting this, 
however, amazing record successes fully attested 
notarized statements from reputable clients and 
witnesses. The conclusion, moreover, chapter in- 
viting impartial inquiry such was undertaken 
1952 group electrical engineers whose tests 
showed marked change skin potential dowsers 
that cannot duplicated non-dowsers. the 
other side the argument are impressively arrayed 
many recognized scientists who reject the claims 
dowsers and the excuse that their are “due 
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the unpredictable shortcomings the human race—to 
the well drillers who shatter rock structures: property 
owners who misinterpret ignore instructions: water 
geologists and engineers who say, ‘You can’t get water 
place like Whether the reader left con- 
verted skeptical, will least find curious and 
provocative fascination the report. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB SELECTION— 
MIDSUMMER (Double Selection) 


Clark, Eugenie Lady With Spear 
Harper. July 15, 1953. 243p. $3.50. 


Books about the sea are plentiful, but books about 
lady ichthyologist are quite rare. Lady With Spear 
exception. Eugenie Clark relates her underwater 
explorations search rare fish this delightful 
story fishing the Pacific Ocean and Red Sea. 


Doctor Clark has spent her life studying fish. 
child she became fascinated with the marine collection 
the Old Aquarium New York City. Spurred 
acquire specimens she built small collection 
home. She studied Hunter, received M.A. from 
New York University, and then moved into her 
work, specializing ichthyology. She has studied 
the Biological Station the University Michigan, 
the Lerner Laboratory the West Indies and com- 
pleted her Ph.D. work 1951. 


The content Lady With Spear emphasizes the 
procedure used catch fish Hawaii, and the islands 
Kwajalein, Saipan, Guam, and others under the con- 
trol the United States. The late chapters study fish 
the Red Sea, often referred “the most unfished 
Sea the world.” Greek research experts once said 
that modern trawlers, refrigeration and other equip- 
ment were used instead the primitive and antiquated 
hand lines—at least 140,000 tons fish, exclusive 
sharks, could taken per month from the Red Sea. 


During her brief sojourns various and Marine 
Stations, Miss Clark fished for rare specimens. Her 
procedure was hire native fisherman who knew the 
locale. Together they would poison water pool with 
rotenone. Rotenone, when used fish poison, most 
effective warm temperatures. When applied fish 
suffocates them and the collector merely picks the 
fish off the surface the water. The specimens are 
then examined and tabulated and notes catalogued for 
later use. Rarely does collector shallow water 
strike unknown fish. Miss Clark admits that 
tions species are what ichthyologist generally 
hopes obtain. 


This personal memoir definite contribution 
underwater life. The book illustrated not much 
with fish with fishermen. the book has weak- 
ness for the general reader may that Miss Clark 
times becomes overly technical. However, this may 
zeal for her work and the whole the book may 
recommended all—icks and non-icks alike. 


Frank Brown, 


University Scranton 
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Majdalany, Fred 

Houghton, Mifflin. June 15, 1953. 149p. $2.00. 
This brief novel could have been very good. tells 
how patrol conceived the mind intelligence 
and carried out major and five men. the nar- 
rator changes from post post makes each little 
scene live; narrates the events the patrol itself 
paints vivid action picture, awakening fear and 
hope and transmitting the tenseness men moving 
through dark danger. Mr. Majdalany seems have 
learned terseness and compression the school Dos 
Passos and Hemingway. 


Patrol 


Yet Patrol not good novel. Despite the ease and 
vividness much its narrative falls short its 
purpose—the depiction real tragedy the death 
the young major who leads the patrol. Majdalany has 
obviously aimed his narrative this one climactic 
point; and since has fallen short tragedy his 
catastrophe, his book but one more war story, strong 
some details but weak its general composition. 


order heighten the tragic futility Major Shel- 
don’s death, Majdalany makes the fatal patrol stem 
from the fussy impatience intelligence officer 
headquarters; thus the book assumes 
character which robs some its value. Most 
destructive tragic intensity, however, the character 
Sheldon. Majdalany wants see man who has 
much live for but who dies young the silly inepti- 
tude war; but the Sheldon pictures does not 
have much live for. series flashbacks 
that disrupt the straightforward narrative the patrol, 
Sheldon recalls the time was wounded and his re- 
cuperation which was highlighted callous, brutal 
search for sexual release. Through these flashbacks 
and through little incidental reflections come 
know Sheldon well, and realize that the only incen- 
tive forces his life are sex and music; see the weak- 
ness his mind his vague philosophizing which leads 
the banal conclusion that illusions must preserved. 
The death this man brings not tragic sorrow but 
sadness the pitiable dying man who had never 
learned live. 


William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


* * * 


Dean, Vera Micheles Foreign Policy Without Fear 
McGraw-Hill. May 1953. 220p. $3.75. 


the recent book banning which took place the 
Overseas Libraries some Vera Micheles Dean’s 
works were withdrawn from circulation Berlin. Her 
latest book severely critical Senator Joseph 
Carthy and his inquisitorial methods. With this criti- 
many Catholics are complete agreement. She 
feels that the historian the present time has serious 
obligation express his mind diagnosing current 
events. research director and editor the Foreign 
Policy Association, Mrs. Dean has been professionally 
concerned with American foreign policy for many years. 
Her views our foreign policy merit attention. More- 
over, she has chosen the peculiarly apt time the 


Majdalany Dean 


change from Democratic Republican Administra- 
tion publicize her convictions. She has particular 
political grind but believes that the United States 
should have enlightened and consistent foreign 
policy—no matter which political party holds power. 
outline this foreign policy that she has written 
this book. 


The first chapter discusses the realities world affairs. 
Willy-nilly the United States now involved world 
affairs and Americans must realize the extent their 
obligations. Mrs. Dean does well point out that 
Russia not the entire world and even Russia did 
not exist, would still plagued two strong ad- 
versaries poverty and nationalism. Encouragement 
must given those countries the Middle East, 
Asia and Africa, which are struggling overcome pov- 
erty and raise the economic level their people. 
striving counteract exaggerated nationalism other 
countries the United States should aware Ameri- 
can nationalism which often irritates those who are our 
best friends. But Russia, course, which domi- 
nates the international scene. Whether our foreign 
policy based the doctrine “containment” 
advocated the Truman regime whether aims 
“liberation” urged the Eisenhower administration, 
our people must prepared accept the logical con- 
clusions these policies. 


Americans are very much disappointed when the rest 
the world does not admire much believe 
deserve. the chapter entitled: wrong 
with their focus?” Mrs. Dean examines the reasons why 
other nationalities are often offended our well meant 
actions. This examination conscience makes valu- 
able reading. also the author’s conviction that 
capitalism has been radically reformed the United 
States during the twentieth century and that this “un- 
admitted revolution” something which Americans 
can propose antidote communism. 


Our policy has always favored freedom and independ- 
ence for colonies and the Philippines are proof our 
intentions. But more recently our efforts contain 
communism have co-operated with the British, 
French and Dutch closely that many their colonies 
seeking independence now accuse imperialism. 
Mrs. Dean suggests that revert our traditional 
stand but she does not, opinion, face honestly 
the issue whether some these independence move- 
ments are not really communistic inspiration and 
direction. Certainly will not the advantage 
Vietnam rid itself French rule only fall under 
the hammer and sickle. 


The author maintains that sooner later the United 
States will have rethink its attitude toward commu- 
nism distinguished from Russia. her writing com- 
munism appears economic system alone. This 
fallacy which the communists would like accept. 
Communism the philosophy dialectical material- 
ism which its very nature totalitarian—embracing 
economics, sociology, politics, religion and every other 
field endeavor. long the communists control 
Russia, Russian foreign dictated commu- 
nism. Yalta, Potsdam and all our post-war experiences 
should have convinced this salient fact. But Mrs. 


Gillooly Rogers 


Dean remains unconvinced and this serious defect 
her book. Here her advice the Eisenhower 
administration: “For the Republicans can avoid suc- 
cumbing the fear Russia and communism, which 
some them fanned during the postwar years and 
which increasingly beclouded the judgment the 
Democrats, they have unrivaled opportunity dem- 
onstrate the Russians, well the rest the 
world, that Republican Administration respects the 
rights labor, protects and advances the opportunities 
our non-white fellow citizens, ready help other 
nations help themselves irrespective their ideologies 
provided they are not plotting aggression and subver- 
sion, recognizes the revolutionary nature our times, 
and does not expect force the rest the world into 
the pattern life developed the United States.” 
seems this reviewer that even though Senator Mc- 
Carthy’s flamboyant tactics have exaggerated the fear 
communism our own country, one poorly informed 
one does not understand the sinister and malevolent 
influence communism world affairs. One can 
have reasonable fear international communism 
embodied Russian foreign policy and our statesmen 
will err they fail face the communist challenge 
realistically. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, Illinois 


Mickey the Angel 
Newman. May 21, 1953. 


Gillooly, William 


Illustrated Margaret Ahern. 
116p. $2.50. 

Mickey the Angel makes his first trip earth riding 
the back St. Gabriel the Archangel when the 
latter comes announce the Incarnation Mary. 
Mickey arrives the Shepherds’ Field the same 
fashion. Next assigned Guardian Angel Dez 
who, born the slums Jerusalem, kind ancient 
“Dead End kid.” the age twelve becomes 
thief and joins forces with another thief, Pod, against 
whose evil influence Mickey the Angel fights losing 
battle. When later Dez returns alone Jerusalem 
during great feast, witnesses street fight that ends 
killing, and recognizes Pod the killer. They 
both run for but are captured and jailed together. 
Although Dez innocent the murders charged 
with, and Pod knows it, Pod nevertheless maliciously 
refuses clear Dez. 


Meanwhile Mickey the Angel follows crowd surging 
behind Leader and His twelve followers. They 
garden, and, after the Agony, Mickey the Angel 
that ministers unto Him. The next day, when Pod and 
Dez are taken out crucified, there another Per- 
son between them Who also die that same way, 
and Pod joins the crowd cursing Him. But Dez asks 
remembered when the Master comes into His 
Kingdom and receives the promise Paradise. 


The idea presenting the facts Revelation through 
realistic, contemporary story good one, and the 
intention obviously reverent throughout. Neverthe- 
less this reviewer finds hard believe that this book 
will appeal children, especially boys, who are too 
realistic accept substitute something “nicer” 


Best SELLERs 


than Superman. There the further difficulty that 
angel, especially Guardian Angel, connotes virility, 
whereas Mickey offers only “cuteness.” perfectly 
possible that this book has virtues which this 
viewer, through some deficiency sympathy percep- 
tion, blind. can only ask the prospective reader 
try and lots others think that’s good, 
the Editor will have find another critic. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 


Rogers, Lettie Landscape the Heart 
Random House. May 29, 1953. 248p. 


Bryant Hill was notch two above Mary Jane Ward’s 
Juniper Hill The Snake Pit. Only occasional 
muffled scream penetrated its luxurious, club-like rooms 
from the region “Semi-Disturbed.” was there out 
the nowhere state asylum that Judith West 
arrived have her injured mind healed under the 
guidance Dr. Evans. 


There were other patients there: extremist Willa 
Dawes, sixtyish, ribald, carrying about the personality 
opposites—ex-lady wrestler and ex-nun, Bryant 
Hill conquer alcoholism; poet Peter Newlins, kin- 
dergarten genius lost adult world, always search- 
ing for just the right word; Dr. Carl Munson, psy- 
chiatrist, and, like Evans, advocate the psycho- 
analytically oriented technique opposed mechan- 
istic measures for mental treatment, Bryant Hill be- 
cause the problems his own life had become 
mountable. And there was the pathetic Daniel Green- 
berg passing the Gentile world Ralph Green 
satisfy Gentile wife and now the Hill under Dr. 
Hyatt’s care because, perversely, had yearned as- 
sume the burden his heritage; and, another, Miss 
Marybelle, like delicate flower bobbing dangerously 
breeze, measuring her days terms the tyrannical 
regime her dead father had imposed upon her. 


The solving Judith’s difficulties slow, detached 
she memory from the past. first Hazel, her 
domineering older sister from whom she had fled, 
looms darkly the focus her emotional imbalance. 
Under the analytical method she finally realizes that 
Hazel’s motive attaining success was originally rooted 
attempt win just share their mother’s love, 
always disproportionately lavished her, and that her 
really Oedipus conflict suppressed father 
ove. 


Association with Judith affords Carl Munson the oppor- 
tunity further his own mental rehabilitation, well 
assist hers. The arrival Daniel Greenberg had 
spotlighted his personal failure, for the little man with 
the haunted eyes had once been his patient. Mun- 
son had not cracked up, Greenberg might never have 
been the victim Dr. Hyatt’s impatient scalpel 
pre-frontal lobotomy performed effect him 
semblance cure. This particular tragedy points 
Munson’s assertion that the hands either the in- 
competent the unsympathetic psychiatrist, such 
Hyatt presumed be, severe therapy such this, 
even the lesser transorbital lobotomy, electric 
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shock treatment, one almost displacing the soul the 
will functions dully, and, all, the memory, the dis- 
tractions the past disappear, are crimes against the 
person. The importance the trained analyst, prefer- 
ably one who has himself submitted analysis (which 
may disputed), the only suitable guide for the 
mentally lost stressed number ways. The plea 
for more humanity and less bestiality treatment 
applied the sick mind. 


There throughout the story disjointed acceptance 
the necessity some faith, surrender God, 
without which man will destroy himself. How much 
more graphic such novel might have been had in- 
cluded definite spiritual renaissance may specu- 
lated upon, especially Judith’s case wavers reli- 
gious disturbances that appear strangely inharmonious 
against her background, but suggested that even 
with milder neurotics treatment spiritual nature, 
such guidance priest, necessarily limited 
effect, can even initiated, since psychiatric treat- 
ment supposedly sought only when the sufferer has 
reached the end the line, conclusion that suggests 
further contention. 


Landscape the Heart weakest its story two 
neurotics fiind each other and themselves walk into 
the free world together. There lack depth 
characterization that excludes the reader’s perfect sym- 
pathy for the individuals concerned. However, 
pleasant report that all major issues the novelist 
has taken particular care present sane, objective 
view and the book may stand with The Snake Pit 
valuable contribution toward greater understanding 
the mentally disturbed. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Simpson, George Life the Past 
Yale. Apr. 15, 1953. 198p. $4.00. 
The Curator fossil mammals New York’s Ameri- 
can Museum Natural History turns his hand this 
volume short, exposition paleon- 
tology—the history life upon this earth. states 
his purpose give comprehensive yet not con- 
descending account the most widely interesting as- 
pects paleontology.” And this has succeeded 
well although for the reader who does not bring 
least somewhat interest it, the book likely 
fairly difficult reading. can, however, thank- 
ful that not the usual namby-pamby popularization 
which frequently written about matters scientific 
today. Mr. Simpson indicates the nature fossils, cor- 
relates them with earth time, tells their restoration, 
environments and paleogeography. discusses the 
torical development the modern evolutionary theory. 
closes with brief discussion the values pale- 
ontology and adds chapter classification living 
organisms. 


Altogether the book rather well done and excel- 
lent opportunity for the well educated but uninitiated 
mature adult reader learn something about the 
science paleontology. 


Simpson Kaempffert Troyat 


Kaempffert, Waldemar Science 
Viking. May 18, 1953. 296p. $3.50. 


Waldemar Kaempffert science editor the New 
York Times. that capacity must keep with 
the news science and present way that will 
attract readers. Modern scientists are anxious that 
their work come the attention the general public 
and usually they welcome the inquiries writer such 
Kaempffert. is, consequently, excellent 
position write about the achievements and possibili- 
ties today’s scientific research. And that what 
has done this volume composed series revised 
and expanded articles published elsewhere earlier. 
has written about atoms and power, about atoms and 
fuel, about artificial satellites. covers such topics 
weather, cancer, supersonic speed, psychodramatics, 
social changes because science and branches off into 
such things the recovery sunken treasure and the 
influence Wells upon the modern world. 


Like all popularizations modern science Mr. Kaempf- 
fert’s work suffers from oversimplification and the con- 
comitant tendency suggest from his overgeneraliza- 
tions the future development improbabilities. 
only writers could content take science in- 
stead speculating its future results! Mr. Kaempf- 
fert not bad most but still the taint there. 
Because the nature some his speculations the 
book suitable only for adults who can derive much 
general information about modern science from but 
who should careful the implications suggested 
the author. 


Troyat, Henri The Mountain; Novel 
Simon Schuster. July 1953. 122p. $2.50. 

The title this sensitive novel itself piece 
delicate indirection, for the story not about moun- 
tain but about two brothers whose lives the mountain 
plays both formative and destructive role. Isaiah 
Vaudagne had had bring his own brother into the 
world, for snow blocked the road and the local mid- 
wife was busy elsewhere. When the newly arrived 
Marcellin was only two the mother died; the mountain 
had claimed the father before that. Isaiah became 
expert climber and guide, and was the stronger the 
two, protecting Marcellin, making all the decisions, and 
happy their partnership. Marcellin, the other 
hand, accepted his brother’s devotion with compla- 
cency, and accompanied him porter climbing ex- 
peditions because there was really nothing else 


could do. 


Then the mountain struck, through series accidents 
Isaiah which cost the lives several his clients 
and finally, through blow the head that required 
operation, reduced him pitiable state semi- 
feeblemindedness. Marcellin, the weaker, thereupon 
became the stronger, and taking advantage the un- 
dimmed love his brother bore him, saw that Isaiah 
tended the flocks, did the cooking and otherwise took 
care things while he, Marcellin, drank wine the 
tavern and planned sell their homestead and invest 
the funds business venture. stupid mountain 
village for him. 


Simak Wheelwright Boyd 


Meanwhile the mountain intervenes again, this time 
snaring its summit passenger plane bound from 
Calcutta London. rescue party started out from 
the village assist possible survivors, but the season 
and the weather were against them, and they returned 
despair when their leader, the best guide those 
parts, met death crevasse. Marcellin, brooding over 
the money and valuables that must the plane, 
and capitulating Isaiah’s obstinate refusal sell the 
house, hoodwinks his brother into agreeing guide him 
the mountain the simple device asserting that, 
Isaiah refused this, would alone. Isaiah 
knew that was sheer suicide and therefore agreed, al- 
though retained enough his reason have bad 
conscience his brother’s intention rob the dead. 


They start the climb, and Isaiah hits his stride 
through the pines, leaves them behind and feels the 
contours the rocks under his hands and feet again, 
the mountain’s alchemy effects subtle reversal the 
relationship between the brothers. Isaiah regains his 
surety, now the leader who makes quick and unerring 
decisions while Marcellin, once more, the follower. 
Only Isaiah’s love for his brother enables him bring 
them both successfully the summit, through veri- 
table purgatory verglas, treacherous snow and for- 
bidding chimney. Marcellin sets about his ghoulish 
stripping jewels and valuables from the corpses, 
the utter scandal Isaiah, now beside himself. Mar- 
cellin enters the plane, then rushes out with ashen face. 
Something the plane moved, something was alive. 
Isaiah goes in, and discovers frail Indian woman, un- 
conscious but alive. takes her out, contrives sled 
from the wreckage, and starts let the sled down the 
mountain the glacier route leash. Marcellin 
interferes, fight ensues, Isaiah goes berserk and beats 
Marcellin’s face pulp, then disregards his cries for 
help, believing his confusion that his brother had 
died years ago. His brother does die the glacier, but 
Isaiah, after incredible hardships, does reach their iso- 
lated cabin, places the woman the bed rest, and 
feeds his bleating flock. 


The final scene affecting one: the physically ex- 
hausted, mentally wandering and yet still faithful guide 
talking the lady from India even though she dead, 
and he, with part his mind, realizes this. 
sinks into sleep utter fatigue has not the wit, 
nor the immodesty congratulate himself having 
gotten through the mountain’s ultimate defenses and 
thus, vital sense, defeated it. 


This good “long short,” filled with pity but 
slush, that deservedly won distinguished literary 
award, and should find wide audience this country 
through the excellent translation Constantine Fitz- 
Gibbon. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


* * 


Simak, Clifford Ring Around the Sun 
Simon Schuster. May 1953. 242p. $2.75. 


The advent Homo superior and his regeneration 
the human race spite itself familiar theme 


Best 


science fiction but Clifford Simak, the present book, 
has given slightly different twist postulating 
infinite series Earths existent time levels 
and all ready for colonization man. Each Earth can 
serve sort sanitarium where the deleterious 
tors which have caused maldevelopment humanity 
can eliminated, thus permitting development along 
normal lines. These Earths have been discovered 
the mutant Homo superior who plan initiate and 
control the redevelopment humanity. Their muta- 
tions have all been psychic ones. 


The central character Jay Vickers, fortyish author 
around whom the action revolves discovers the 
mutant plan, suspects himself mutant and 
covers himself android whose human life force, 
taken from the original Jay Vickers, has been shared 
with two other androids. crucial figure the 
mutant plan and his task prevent the combined 
big business the world from wrecking it. After many 
qualms Jay assents and, using the 
powers, succeeds getting the plan into operation. 


For younger susceptible readers this more plausible 
type science fiction can extremely dangerous since 
makes use much cloudy and frequently absurd 
philosophizing achieve its idealistic ends. For the 
adult reader, however, who can see the patent absurdi- 
ties involved the book should not harmful. 


Wheelright, Jere Draw Near Battle 
Scribners. Feb. 1953. 311p. $3.50. 


Paris 1805 young Ridley Howard, scion Mary- 
land mercantile family, became involved Royalist 
intrigue and was trapped Napoleon’s agents. 
punishment was serve Napoleon’s army during 
the campaign against the Russians East Prussia. 
There underwent all the privations European 
army life until the battle Eylau was captured 
the Russians. English military mission with the 
Russian Army shielded him and finally aided his escape 
the French. Pardoned Napoleon, Rid returned 
his fiancée, Cary Gilmor the story ends. 


This tale adventure, built against strong 
torical background adequately and competently done 
the usual Wheelwright style. Despite the inclusion 
duel and romanticized mistress the book seems 
suitable for adults. 


* * 


Boyd, Martin The Cardboard Crown 
Dutton. Apr. 13, 1953. 256p. $3.00. 


Who will question the statement—having read Lucinda 
Brayford and now more recently The Cardboard Crown 
—that Martin Boyd, the author, well qualified 
tells story unusually well. 


think that most book-reviewers and especially 
viewers novels will admit that there rising fear 
each time they approach their task that growing 

spreading novelist mechanism will confront and some- 
times confound and even confuse the critic. Novelists 
today—all too many them—seem make every 
effort possible keep the reader state unrest 
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and uncertainty. The art telling story seems 
losing the art making complex and difficult 
cross-word puzzle. 


Cardboard Crown Boyd dangles loose ends for 
least seventy-five pages. Unless the reader per- 
severing, determined and dogged one—the book 
dropped and very fine story lost. But Boyd gets 
ends together reasonably fast after almost fourth 
the book’s time spent. Then tells very interest- 
ing and unusual but solidly plausible story. England— 
Australia—Rome—are the places where the principal 
characters work out their earthly destiny. The prin- 
cipal characterizations are all the first order: 
Austin, Sarah and Hetty. Their’s story that re- 
viewer cannot tell—it one that must read 
appreciated all. Alice and Aubrey Rome—and 
there are two segments—is study. And compensat- 
ing one. 


Stylistically, Mr. Boyd has won his spurs. There 
something stout and strong and vigorous about the 
whole get-up. While provocative, The Cardboard 
Crown not recommended but the mature. 


Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York New York 


Boucher, Anthony and McComas, Francis 
The Best from Fantasy and Science Fiction 
Little, Brown. 1953. 270p. $3.00. 


This the second collection stories from the maga- 
zine Fantasy and Science Fiction, chosen its editors. 
The stories lean heavily toward the fantasy side with 
science fiction per coming only incidentally 
few items. Such well known authors Jan Struther, 
Robert Greaves and Elizabeth Bowen join such well 
known science-fictioneers Wellman, Camp and 
Pratt the collection. general all the items are 
excellently done, most them being very brief. One 
two references matters sexual vitiate the book for 
the younger reader. 


Hellflower 
Abelard Press. 1953. 264p. $2.75. 


When human race from one star system discovers 
human race another system, both with history 
war, ambition and competition, what happens? George 
Smith’s answer that the discovering race, having at- 
tained the secret interstellar travel first, does not 
itself the discovered race which happens 
our own. Instead, avoid the dangers super- 
atomic warfare which would erase both cultures, the 
Lyrians set long-range program moral-fibre- 
weakening introducing habit-forming aphrodistic 
and narcotic drug the love-lotus hellflower, indis- 
tinguishable from gardenia. Humanity knows noth- 
ing the plot—sees only the effects and the Solar 
Anti-Narcotic Department finds its best operatives un- 
able penetrate the secret hellflower origin. 


Space pilot Charles Farradyne lost his ship, license and 
fatal crash landing for which was 


blamed. For four years had been down-and-outer 
but now the SAND offered him chance regain re- 
spectability would pose hellflower runner and 
make his way into the organization. series blood 
and thunder adventures Farradyne uncovers the plot 
and finds way, with the help Norma Hannon and 
Carolyn Niles, bring the two races together peace. 


Because the nature the story and the sexual im- 
plications involved the book suitable only for adults 
and ranks only lower level science fiction, deserving 
great recommendation. 


REPRINTS 


Taylor, Socrates, the Man and His Thought 
Anchor Books. 1953. 189p. $0.55. 


This excellent little book was first published England 
1933. represents attempt its author, the 
late Professor Taylor the University Edin- 
burgh, one the great Platonic scholars our time, 
present Socrates historical figure and assess 
his contributions philosopher and personality. 
The Introduction contains valuable critical treatment 
the sources available for life Socrates and the 
problems interpretation involved. Taylor himself 
regards the Platonic picture Socrates substantially 
accurate, and believes that Plato intended that the 
information given about Socrates taken his- 
torical fact. The book written clear and attrac- 
tive style. furnished with good bibliographical 
note and with adequate index. 


Martin McGuire, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Rinehart, Mary Robert The Swimming Pool 
Dell., 1953. 383p. $0.35. (Original Rinehart edition, 
1952, reviewed vol. 11, no. 21, Feb. 1952, 226-7.) 


Forty years writing have not withered the craft with 
which Mrs. Rinehart weaves her devious tale; she 
still urbane and credible. swimming pool, striking 
blonde, dark-browed Inspector New York Police 
and the inhabitants the “Birches” star this one. 
mystery fan should miss it. 


Stone, Irving 
Immortal Wife, The Biographical Novel 
Jessie Benton Fremont 
Permabooks, Division Doubleday Co., Inc., 1953. 
504p. $0.35. (Original Doubleday edition, 1944, reviewed 
vol. no. 14, Oct. 15, 1944, 121-3.) 


brilliant biographical novel John Charles Fremont, 
lieutenant the United States Army, and his wife 
Jessie, daughter the fire-eating senator from Missouri, 
Thomas Hart Benton. The story, laid the early 
1800’s, and closely intertwined with government-spon- 
sored expeditions into the West, based largely 
fact. romance and adventure recommended all 
classes readers. 


Davis Lincoln 


Davis, Burke The Ragged Ones 
Pocket Books, 1953. 353p. $0.35. (Original Rinehart 
edition, 1951, reviewed vol. 11, no. June 15, 1951. 


64.) 

The story John Blount who left schoolroom 
idealistic warrior for liberty but who learned the 
horror and stink and cruelty war become man. 
The war was the American revolution the prelude 
Yorktown. The story realistically told with all its 
blood, sweat, pain and hopelessness. Suitable for adults. 


Best SELLERs 


Lincoln, Victoria Out from Eden 
Pocket Books, 1953. 277p. $0.25. (Original Rinehart 
edition, 1951, reviewed vol. 11, no. 18, Dec. 15, 1951, 
186.) 

The Davenport family, essentially artists, stars this 
novel well larded with uninhibited promiscuity. The 
conflicts which are staged between members the 
family and outsiders abound with profane and gross 
references the relationships between the sexes. Not 
recommended. 
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